RUSHIA

A xXouy,

<011

uTOORl MPEes3nIeHTOM cTajia JilecbmdHka. A xouy,

yTOOH NPes3umeHTOM cTaJl OoJibHOM CIIMIoM, M UTOOH

[IPEMBEP—MUHMCTPOM CTaJl I'OMUK MJIM UeJIOBeK 0es3

MEIVLIMHCKOT'O CTPAaxXOBaHMS, KOTOPHM BHPOC B MECTHOCTH,

I'ge 3eMJIA HaCTOJIBEKO IIPOIIMTaHa TOKCHMYHEIMM OTXOIOaMIM, WTO

HEBOBMOXHO He 23aboJIeThb JIEMKEeEMMEN. S Xouy

Ipe3UOEeHTa—XKeHIIMHY, CIOeJlaBllyln abopT B mWecTHanOlaTb JIeT,

I KaHOMIaTa, KOTOPHM He Owvll OB MNONPOCTY MEHBUIIMM M3 IOBYX

30JI, XO0uUy, UTOOH MNPEe3UIEHTOM CTaJl UeJIOBEeK, KOTOPHIN

[IOTEPAJI CBOK IIOCJIeOHKK JIOOBL M3-3a CllMIa, KOTOPHM

Iepxall CBOK JIOOBE Ha PyKaxX M 3HAJ, UTO OHAa YMHUPAaeT, U

KaXIpl pas, BakpelBas IJlal3a, [IepexupBalJl 2TO CHOBa. A xXouy

npesugeHTa, XuUBylero 0es LeHTPaJIbHOI'O OTOIJIEeHUd,

CTOABIIET'O B OdWepeldAX B IIOJIMKIIMHNMKE, B CHYXGG I10

OeszpaboTHilie, 3a COLMAJIbBHOM IIOMOUBKL, OBBIETO 06e3paboTHEM

VI II0IIaBOIEeI'O 1104 COKpaleHMre, TOI'C, KOI'O IIPVMHYXIAJIM K

cCeKCy, KOI'O n30mBagM Ha yiiiae 3a I'OMOCEKCYyaJIM3SM VM KOI'O

IEeNOPTUPORAIM. S XO0Uuy, UTOOB NPE3UIOEHTOM CTaJl UeJIOBEK,

MPOBENMM HOUbL B KaMepe, Yy KOTOpOIOo B cany Iepeld IOMOM

BEDKIJIM KPECT, UM KOTOPHM [Epexmusl M3HACUIIOBAHME. A Xouy

KOT'O—-TO, KTO JIOOMI U CTpalalli, KTO yBaxaeT CeKC, KTO

neJjiajl OuMOKM M YUMJICS Ha HUMX. S XO0uy, UTOOB NPEe3UIEHTOM

cTajla XeHIMHa C CEePBM IIaclopToM. A Xouy, UYUTOOE

[IoEe3NIJEeHTOM CTaJl 4YeJIOBEK C VCIIOPpYEHHBIMIN SyGaMM #A

BPOkACSHEM O FHOHEHMEM, KOTOPHU €Jl SFBPaFHFeH-HO

OOJILHUUHYI MUy, OBJI TPAHCBECTUTOM, IIPUHMMAJ HAPKOTUKU

M JIEUMJICS OT HUMX. A X0uy, UTOOB NPE3UIOEHTOM CTall

JeJIOBEK, COBEPUMBIIMM aKT I'PAXIAaHCKOI'O HENOBMHOBEHUS. U

g4 X0ouy S3HaThb, IIoUeMy 5TO HEeBOBMOXHO. f XOuy BHATh,

KOI'la MBI COIUJIaCVJIMCBb Ha TO, UTOORI [TOE3MICEHT OBLII IIyTOM .

OH BCeI'Ila IIOKYIIaTe&JIb CeKCa M HHMKOI'IIla — IIPOCTUTYTKA,

BCerga XO034MH M HUMKOI'Ia — paboumm, Bcerzga JIXel, Bcerma

BOP M BCerja — He IIOMMAaH.

AmanTaumda TexkcTa 3o0om JleoHapn

I want a president, Zoe Leonard, 1992
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I want a dyke for president. I want a person
with aids for president and"I want a fag for
vice president and I want someone with no
health 1nsurance and I want someone who grew
up 1n a place where the earth is so saturated
with toxic waste that they didn't have a
choice about getting leukemia. I want a
president that had an abortion at sixteen and
I want a candidate who isn't the lesser of twoO
evils and I want a president who lost their
last lover to aids, who still sees that in
their eyes every time they lay down torest,
who held their lover in their arms and Knew
they were dying. I want a president with no
airconditioning, a president who has stood on
line at the clinic, at the dmv, at the welfare
office and has been unemployed and layed off and
sexually harrassed and gaybashed and deported.
I want someone who has spent the night in the
tombs and had a cross burned on their lawn and
survived rape. I want someone who has been in
love and been hurt, who respects sex, who has
made mistakes and learned from them. I want a
Black woman for president., I want someone with
rad teeth and=an—attitude, someone who has
eaten thatwnasty hospital food, someone who
Crossdresses and has done drugs and been 1n
therapy. I want someone who has committed

civil disobedience. And I want to know why this
1sn't possible. I want to know why we started
learning somewhere down the line that a president
1s always a clown: always a john and never

a hooker. Always a boss and never a worker,
always a liar, always a thief and never caught.

I want a president, Zoe Leonard, 1992,



